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Several smaller Ruskin Societies exist in other British towns,
and many in the United States of America.

While these Ruskin Societies owe their origin and special
inspiration to the writings of the master, the vital quality of their
influence is shown in the impulse given to follow the dis-
interested pursuit of culture in many fields, and to undertake
work which is the natural fruit of the seed sown by John
Ruskin, and not a mere attempt to copy his designs.

The relation which members of these Ruskin Societies, and
innumerable scattered disciples throughout the country, adopt
towards their avowed master, has been expressed with excellent
felicity by the Secretary of one of these Societies in a private
letter, which I have permission to quote: " We like to regard
ourselves as truth-seekers, and in all our study and work together
we have never felt any reason to doubt the wisdom of putting
our full trust and confidence in Mr. Ruskin, as not merely a great
and noble teacher, but as the teacher who has seen clearly into
the causes of social chaos, and pointed out for us the true
principles of healthful and noble national life. Gentler in the
use of his power than Carlyle, as clear in vision, with an appeal
that reaches the heart with greater force, we have good hope that
his life-work will be an ever increasing influence for good in
promoting all social movements."y relations, the loan
